i8o                 The schoolmaster's cause.           , [A.DJ
JOHNSON. 'Sir, if the Highlanders understood Irish,1 translate the New Testament into Erse, as was done la at Edinburgh, when there is an Irish translation. ?' ] WELL. 'Although the Erse and Irish are both dialect the same language, there may be a good deal of divei between them, as between the different dialects in Itab, The Swede went away, and Mr. Johnson continued his r ing of the papers. I said,' I am afraid,.Sir, it is troubleso ' Why, Sir, (said he,) I do not take much delight in it; I'll go through it.'
We went to the Mitre, and dined in the room when and I first supped together. He gave me great hopes of cause. ' Sir, (said he,) the government of a schoolmast somewhat of the nature of military government; that i say, it must be arbitrary, it must be exercised by the wi one man, according to particular circumstances. You r shew some learning upon this occasion. You mxist si that a schoolmaster has a prescriptive right to beat; that an action of assault and battery cannot be admi against him, unless there is some great excess, some ba: ity. This man has maimed none of his boys. They ar left with the full exercise of their corporeal faculties, our schools in England, many boys have been maimed; I never heard of an action against a schoolmaster on account. Puffendorf, I think, maintains the right of a scl master to beat his scholars V
On Saturday, March 27, I introduced to him Sir Ale der Macdonald", with whom he had expressed a wish t acquainted. He received him very courteously.
1  Puffendorf states that 'tutors and schoolmasters have a rig the moderate use of gentle discipline over their pupils'—viii. adding, rather superfluously, Grotius's caveat, that' it shall not e: to a power of death.'   CROKER.
2  The brother of Sir J. Macdonald, mentioned ante, i. 520.    Jol visited him in the Isle of Skye.    ' He had been very well pleased him in London, but he was dissatisfied at hearing heavy complain rents racked, and the people driven to emigration.'    Bos well's I des, Sept. 2,1773.   He reproached him also with meanness as a h my native city, that he might see for on civility'                                                      that
